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arises. That means that Ahimsa for all occasions and all
purposes has been recognized by a society, however small it
may be, and that Ahimsa as a remedy to be used by society
has made fair strides. Whether it will make further strides
or no is a different matter. The Working Committee's
resolution, therefore, fails to lend any support to the cor-
respondent's doubts. On the contrary it should, in a cer-
tain degree, dispel them.
Now for the argument that I am but a rare individual,
and that what little society has done in the matter of Ahimsa
is due to my influence, and that it is sure to disappear with
me. This is not right. The Congress has a number of leaders
who can think for themselves. The Maulana is a great
thinker of keen intellect and vast reading. Few can equal
Mm in his Arabic and Persian scholarship. Experience has
taught him that Ahimsa alone can make India free. It was
he who insisted on the resolution accepting Ahimsa as a wea-
pon against internal disturbances. Pandit Jawaharlal is not
a man to stand in awe of anyone. His study of history and
contemporary events is second to none. It is after mature
thought that he has accepted Ahimsa as a means for the
attainment of Swaraj. It is true that he has said that he would
not hesitate to accept Swaraj if non-violence failed and it
could be won by means of violence. But that is not relevant
to the present issue. There are not a few other big names
in the Congress who believe in Ahimsa as the only weapon
at least for the attainment of Swaraj. To think that all of
them will give up the way of Ahimsa as soon as I am gone, is
to insult them and to insult human nature. We must believe
that everyone can think for himself. Mutual respect to that
extent is essential for progress. By crediting our companions
with independent judgment we strengthen them and make
it easy for them to be independent-minded even if they are
proved to be weak.
I hope neither the correspondent nor anyone else
believes that the Congress or many Congress leaders have
bidden goodbye to Ahimsa. To the limited extent that I have
pointed out faith in Ahimsa has been reiterated and made
clear beyond any doubt by the Congress. I agree that the
limit laid #own by the Congress considerably narrows down

